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X JP 60-010612 B2 (NEC Corp.), 1-2,13
Y 19 March, 1%85 (192.03.85), 12,14
Full text; all drawings
{(Family: none)
X JP 06-165784 A {Clympus Optical Co., Ltd.}, 1-2,13,15
Y 14 June, 19%4 (14.06.94), 12,14
Full text; all drawings
{Family: none)
El Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C. |:| See patent family annex.
*  Special categories of cited documents: “T”  later document published after the international filing date or priority

date and not in conflict with the application but cited to understand

“A”  document defining the general state of the art which is not considered  to nd; ; : t
the principle or theary underlying the invention

‘e of particular relevance
“E’ earlier application or patent but published on or after the international filing  “X”  document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannat be

date considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive
“L”  document which may throw doubts on priority claim{s} or which is step when the document is taken alone

cited to establish the publication date of another citation or other “Y"  document of particular relevancs; the claimed invention cannot be

special reason (as specified) considered to involve an inventive step when the decument is
“¥  document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or other means combined with one or more other such documents, such combination

“P"  document published prior fo the international filing date but later than the being cbvious to 4 person skilled in the art
pricrity date claimed “&"  document merber of the same patent family

Date of the actnal completion of the international search
18 May, 2009 (18.05.09)

Date of mailing of the international search report
26 May, 2002 (26.05.09)

Name and mailing address of the ISA/
Japanese Patent Office

L Facsimile No

Anuthorized officer

Telephone No.
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C (Continuation).

DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT

Category*

Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages

Relevant to claim No.

Y

JP 08-184502 A (Ando Electric Co., Ltd.},
16 July, 1996 (16.07.386),

Par. No. [0010]

(Family: none)

JP 09-297004 A (Olympus Optical Co., Ltd.),
18 November, 1997 (18.11.97},

Full text; all drawings

(Family: none)

JP 2003-035660 A (Japan Science and Technology
Corp.),

07 February, 2003 (07.02.03),

Full text; all drawings

(Family: none)

JP 04-156735 A (NEC Corp.).
28 May, 1982 (29.05.92),
Full text; all drawings
(Family: none)

12,14

14

1-3,12-15

1-3,12-15

Form PCT/ISA/210 {continuation of second sheet) (April 2007)
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT International application No.
PCT/JP2009/054187
Box No. IT Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search repert has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. I:I Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. I:I Claims Nos.:
becanse they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningfil intemational search can be carried out, specifically:

3. I:l Claims Nos.:

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. IIT Observations where unity of invention is lacking {Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
Bee extra sheet.

1. I:l As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this infernational search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. I:I As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3 I:I As only some of the Tequired additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this intemational search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

restricted to the invention first mentioned in the ¢laims; it is covered by claims Nos.:
Claims 1 - 3 and 12 - 15.

the payment of a protest fee.

fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

I:l No protest accompanied the pavment of additienal search fees.

4. No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant.  Consequently, this international search report is

Remark on Protest ] The additional search foes were aceompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable,

I:l The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest

Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of first sheet (2)) (April 2007)
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT International application No.
PCT/JP20Q09/054187
Continuation of Box No.IITl of continuation of first sheet {(2)

Ag a result of the search of the prior art, it has been clarified
that the technical matter described in c¢laims 1, 3 and 13 is not novel.

JP 2003-0920792 A (Fuji Photo Film Co., Ltd.) describes an optically
tomographic device/method for heterodyne detectiong, compriging a light
source unit for generating a reference light ("local emission") or a
pulse light composed of a low-coherence light and shifted in frequency,
apiezo-element andanoptical pathdelayunit {("local emissiongenerating
means" and "optical pulse generating means"), wave gynthegizing means
("optical wave gynthegizingmeans") for gynthegizing the reference light
and the signal light ("detected light"), and an optical detector
("photoelectric converting means") for detecting a beat signal
component. The reference light of the invention described in that
document is the low-ccherence light having the same wavelength as that
of the signal light. Hence, it is apparent that the reference light
of the invention described in that document has a plurality of optical
frequency compcnents in the optical frequency band of the signal light.

Thug, the invention of ¢laims 1, 3 and 13 and the invention described
in the aforementicned document are not different in constituticns.

Therefore, the individual inventions of claims 2, 4 - 12 and 14 -
15 have the special technical features, as follows, but arenot sorelative
as to form a single general inventive concept.

The invention of ¢laims 2, 12 and 14 - 15 has such a special technical
feature in the technical matter of claim 1 that said local emission
generatingmeans hagaplurality of light emitting sources for generating
continuous lights of mutually different coptical frequencies.

The invention of claims 4 and 9 - 11 has such a special technical
feature in the technical matter of claim 3 that said local emission
generatingmeanshasanoptical filtermeans for selectingapredetermined
optical frequency component ag a local emigsion from the cutput lights
of said optical pulse generating means.

The invention of ¢laim 5 has such a gpecial technical feature in
the technical matter of claim3 as to comprise anoptical spectrum ehaping
means for ghaping the gpectrum of the output light of gaid optical pulsge
generating means.

The invention of claims 6 - 8 has such a special technical feature
in the technical matter of claim 3 that said lccal emisgion generating
means has an optical spectrum widening means for widening the spectrum
of the output light of said optical pulse generating means.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (extra sheet) (April 2007)
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